
Staying Connected 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard Lake 

 

 

Celebration of Life 

Sonja Johnson passed away on Friday, May 7th at age 64. A 
Celebration of Life service will be held here at First Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday, May 16th at 1:00 pm. Sonja will be greatly 
remembered for her kindness, compassion, gentleness, her love of 
music, and the sharing of her skills playing the organ for us here at 
First Presbyterian Church! 
 

In-Person Worship 

Join us as we welcome Pastor Dean Brown on May 23rd and June 6th. 
He will be preaching from our pulpit at 9:30 am on those Sundays. 
 

 

50th Anniversary Party 
There will be a 50th Anniversary Party on Saturday, May 15th at 1:00 
pm for Bob & Cindi Berg! Come and help celebrate at Middleville 
Township at 3014 County Road 6 SW in Howard Lake! 

 

Memorial Day 

Memorial Day is a day to memorialize the veterans who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for their country. We spend time 
remembering those who lost their lives and could not come home, 
reflecting on their service. Thank you to those that served! 

May 12, 2021 
 

May Birthdays: 

Colton Robinson  12 

Karen Neisen  12 

Adell Mumford  14 

Samuel Berg  24 

Steve Karg  24 

Lane Tussing  27 

Crystal Grangroth-Rocheleau 

   29 

Tyler Gustafson  30 

May Anniversaries: 

Loren & Judy Brovold 12 

Bob & Cindi Berg  22 

Hank & Maureen Hornstein 

   29 



Needed Prayers 

Devotion 

Please Pray for… 
 

Healing: Alice Swanson, Delores Lahr, Rose Barberg’s daughter Cheryl Paicius, 
Andrea Koeppe’s mom, Jan, Chris, Lee Gutknecht, Reta Blanchette, and Eugene 
Lorentz 
At The Lodge: Anna Hohag & Phyllis Smith 
Stoney River Ramsey: Harlon Adickes 
 

Please Pray for thankfulness and joy for. . . Sonja Johnson! Lord, thank you for 

sharing Sonja with us! She was such a blessing to all of us, and we know that she is 

with you and at peace! 

Looking Ahead 

 May 16 — 7th Sunday of Easter; 

Intercultural Church Sunday; Celebration 

of Life for Sonja Johnson at 1:00 pm at 

FPCHL; Lunch follows 

 May 18 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 May 23 — Pentecost; In-Person Worship 

at 9:30 am with Pastor Dean Brown 

 May 25 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 May 30 — Trinity Sunday; Mission 

Worker Sunday 

 May 31 — Memorial Day; Office closed 

 June 1 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 June 2 — National Gun Violence 

Awareness Day 

 June 6 — 2nd Sunday after Pentecost; 

9:30 am Worship with Pastor Dean 

Brown 

 June 8 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 June 13 — 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 June 15 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 June 20 — 4th Sunday after Pentecost; 

Father’s Day 

“Attitude is a choice. Happiness is a choice. Optimism is a choice. Kindness is a choice. Giving 
is a choice. Respect is a choice. Whatever choice you make makes you. Choose wisely.” 

– Roy T. Bennett  

A PRAYER WHEN YOU DON’T FEEL WORTHY by Crosswalk 
"Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace” - Hebrews 4:16 
 

God does not weigh your actions and set your sin on a scale to see if you’re worthy of 
approaching Him. If our sin level mattered, then no one would ever be worthy. But 
because of Jesus Christ, when God looks at us He sees His Son’s sinless life and innocent 
sacrifice. Therefore, because of the gospel, we are free to approach God and 
communicate with Him. 
 
When Isaiah was brought before the Lord (Isaiah 6), he fell down at his own unworthiness 
and could not look at God. Isaiah had no merit to earn God’s favor, but through a gift 
God made Isaiah righteous. Just as God removed Isaiah’s guilt with a burning coal, He 
removes your guilt with the blood of His Son. This gift is a one-time gift; you are made 
guiltless in God’s eyes. However, since those saved by Christ still live in a fallen world 
we will still fall prey to sin. But when we pray for forgiveness, it draws us away from sin 
and pulls us closer to God. And when we pray often, we think about sin less. 
 
Don’t let sin keep you from prayer. If you haven’t prayed today, or in a while, take 5 
minutes today and close your eyes - thank God for who He is and who He has made you 
to be. Ask Him to forgive any sin in your life, especially the sin that has been holding you 
back from Him. Let His love pour over you and refresh you. 
 
Dear God, 
You are worthy of all praise. You have given me life even though I am unworthy 
and undeserving. You have taken my sin and made me guiltless. But right now I 
don’t feel guiltless, and my shame has made me forget who you made me to be. You 
have made me your child and heir, and you have given me the greatest gift anyone 
could ask for—eternal life in your presence. But I have forgotten this in my sin; 
Lord please forgive this sin and grant me mercy. I do not deserve it, but I thank you 
that because of your Son's sacrifice I am freely forgiven and loved. Please grant me 
your strength to resist this sin and other sins, and Holy Spirit please urge my soul 
to spend more time in prayer and praise because in your presence is where I truly 
belong. 
In Your name Jesus, 
Amen  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+4:16
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+6
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/6.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html

