
Staying Connected 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard Lake 

 

 

Sunday Advent Worship 

Join us at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings as we celebrate the Advent 
Season. 

 

Caroling 

The Youth & others will be caroling on Wednesday, December 15th, 

after the Youth Program. Come join us! All are welcome! 

 

Christmas Program 

The Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 19th! All are 

welcome to attend this beautiful service! 
 

Christmas Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree is in the Fellowship Area. Pick a gift item to help out 

families in need. Place your item on the tree, or near it. Thank you for 

giving! 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Come and worship with us on Christmas Eve, December 24th, at 4:30 

pm as we celebrate the birth of Jesus! This will be a candlelight 

service. All are welcome! 

December 15, 2021 
 

December Birthdays: 

Joshua Helmbrecht 17 

Chuck Miller  20 

Romana Koeppe  21 

Dan Robinson  22 

Liz Helmbrecht  25 

Clayton Decker  26 

James Robinson  28 

Dec. Anniversaries: 

Trevor & Amanda Berg 30 



Needed Prayers 

Devotion 

Please Pray for… 
 

Healing: Alice Swanson, Rose Barberg’s daughter Cheryl Paicius, Chris, Lee 
Gutknecht, Reta Blanchette, Alma Robinson’s grandson, Chris Robinson, and Mike 
Koeppe 
At The Lodge: Anna Hohag, Phyllis Smith and Delores Lahr 
At Brookridge: Reta Blanchette and Alice Swanson 
Bereavement: Please hold the family & friends of Eugene Lorentz in your prayers 
as they mourn his loss 
 

Please Pray for thankfulness and joy for. . . Jake, Tina, Calista, Clayton & Hunter 
Decker! Lord, thank you for these wonderful individuals that have blessed this 
Church and our lives! 

Looking Ahead 

 December 15 — 5:15 pm Youth 

Program & Caroling 

 December 16 — 6:30 pm Stamp Club 

 December 19 — 4th Sunday of Advent; 

Christmas Joy Offering; 9:30 am 

Worship; 10:30 am Fellowship 

 December 21 — 7:30  pm AA Meeting 

 December 24 —  4:30 pm Christmas 

Eve Candlelight  Worship 

 December 25 — Christmas Day 

 December 26 — 1st Sunday of 

Christmas; 9:30 am Worship; 10:30 

am Fellowship 

 December 28 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

 December 29 — 5:15 pm Youth 

Program 

 January 1 — New Year’s Day 

 January 2 — 2nd Sunday of Christmas; 

9:30 am Worship; 10:30 am 

Fellowship 

 January 4 — 7:30 pm AA Meeting 

"It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you…yes, it is Christmas every 
time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand." 

~ Mother Teresa 

CELEBRATE GOD’S PROVISION by James Merritt 

 
“When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child.” Luke 2:17  
 

After the shepherds experienced that very first Christmas – the real baby in the 
manger, the Son of God in the flesh – after they saw Him and worshiped Him, the 
next thing they did was to bear witness of Him. They began to spread the Word of 
God. We are told in Luke 2:17 that they retold specifically what had been told to 
them by the angel about Jesus. And what was that? “Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord,” Luke 2:11. 

It is important to remember that these shepherds were most likely illiterate, 
unlearned men. They are probably men of few words. Certainly they were not men 
who would spread an important message to anyone; and yet they became the first 
evangelists in history. How do you explain that? 

It is simple. When you truly experience Christmas, realizing that God has sent the 
Savior of the world, the Messiah, the Lord of the universe to us, you cannot sit on 
the sidelines. You cannot keep that news under wraps. If you see Jesus, accept Jesus, 
and follow Jesus you cannot keep Him to yourself. You must not keep Him to 
yourself. 

I want to challenge you to write down the names of three people in your life that 
have never truly experienced the meaning of Christmas. They may be co-workers, 
neighbors, or even family members. I encourage you to begin praying for these 
people daily, asking God to grant them the faith to believe in Him. If possible, invite 
them to attend church with you on Christmas Eve this year. Share with them the true 
joy and spirit of Christmas – that God has kept His promise and sent the Savior of the 
world. 

Dear Lord, I'm asking you to place three people on my heart this week who have 
never truly experienced the meaning of Christmas. I pray that you would give me 
boldness to invite them to church with me so that they might learn the true meaning 
of Christmas. In Jesus' name, amen.  


